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Individual Narrative of Martha4 Leverich [12] 

Wife of John Way 
 
Martha Leverich was born between 1692 and 1702 at Newtown, Queens Co, New York.  Martha was the daughter of John 
and Hannah Leverich, and the granddaughter of Caleb and Martha Leverich.   The birth date range was calculated based 
upon counting back the number of children from the death date of John Leverich, 1702-1705.1  On 4 May 1705, Caleb 
Leverich granted land and meadow to his five grandchildren, the children of his deceased son John (John, William, 
Benjamin, Hannah, and Martha Leverich), naming their widowed mother Hannah Leverich as guardian and administrator 
of the property until each child came of age.  One half of this bequest was for John Leverich, Jr., with the remaining one 
half divided equally among his four siblings.2  Martha Leverich married John Way, son of Francis Way and Elizabeth 
(?Arbell?), before 1727 at Newtown, Queens, New York.  Martha and four of her children (John, Leverich, Walter, 
Hannah) were baptized 26 August 1736 at the Newtown Presbyterian Church.   Therefore Martha likely was married prior 
to 1727.3   
 
At the time, there were two adult age John Way's living at Newtown.  There was John3 Way the son of Francis2 Way, and 
the grandson of James1, who married Martha Leverich and died in 1750.   There was also John3 Way the son of John2 
Way, and the grandson of James1, who married Sarah Burling, and died about 1774.4  A John Way was involved in land 
transactions at Newtown 8 February 1718/1719 and 25 April 1719.    Samuel Way was a witness to the former, and the 
grantor in the latter.   Samuel was a brother to the John Way who married Sarah Burling.5  At a Newtown Town meeting 
on 4 April 1727, it was voted that John Way  shall be a surveyor of highways this ensuing year.  This could have been 
either of the two John Way's then living at Newtown.6 
 
On 3 November 1729 John Way sold land at Newtown to his brother James Way.  This would have to be the John Way 
who married Martha Leverich, since the other John Way did not have a brother James.7,8  On 9 November 1730, John 
Way and Martha his wife sold land at Newtown to John Moors.9  John Way died on 13 October 1750, as recorded at the 
Newtown Presbyterian Church.10  Martha died on 28 Nov 1753 at Newtown, Queens, New York.  This event was recorded 
at the Newtown Presbyterian Church as the death of "Mrs. John Way.11"  John Way and Martha Leverich had at least four 
children (John, Leverich, Walter, and Hannah), all baptized 26 August 1736 at the Newtown Presbyterian Church.   These  
four  are also noted by James Riker in the Annals of Newtown.   Glenn C. Way in The Descendants of James Way of 
Newtown, NY  identifies eight additional children, i.e. William, Martha, Benjamin, Eloner, Mary, Catherine, Jane, and 
James.   Glenn Way however does not cite any specific sources supporting the identification of these children.12,13,14 
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