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Individual Narrative of Samuel5 Leverich [19] 

 
Samuel Leverich was born before 1728 at Newtown, Queens Co, New York, the son of John Leverich and Amy Moore.  
The birth date calculation is based upon the premise that Samuel was at least 21 years old at the time of his marriage in 
1749.1 
 
Samuel Leverich married Deborah Wright on 29 Dec 1749 at Newtown, Queens, New York, at the Newtown Presbyterian 
Church.2  Deborah Wright was the daughter of Samuel Wright, and the granddaughter of Jonathan Wright of Flushing.   
Her mother, the widow Sarah Morrel, married Samuel at the Newtown Presbyterian Church on 9 January 1728.  Sarah 
may have been the Sarah West who married Jonathan Morrel on 12 December 1720 at the Newtown Presbyterian 
Church.   Jonathan Morrel is thought to have died about 1726.   The Newtown Presbyterian Church recorded the baptisms 
in August 1727 of "two children of Sarah Morrel.” 3,4  Deborah and Grace, children of Samuel Wright were baptized on 8 
January 1738 at the Newtown Presbyterian Church.5 
 
Samuel Leverich died accidentally on 21 Jan 1754 at Jamaica Bay, Queens, New 
York.  An article published on 27 January 1754 in the New York-Mercury described 
what had occurred.   
 
"Last Monday morning, the weather being uncommonly pleasant and warm for this 
season,  many people were induced to  go  into our Bay for oysters, clams, etc.  But 
about noon such a severe gale of wind at N.W. arose, with so sudden a change from 
warm to cold, as scarce was ever known here; when all the smallcraft put off in order 
to gain the shore, in the best manner they could.   A number of canoes and 
pettyaugres came on shore at a point of meadow on the South side of this town, and 
with the utmost difficulty the people belonging to them traveled up to a house near 
two miles from the place of their landing ..." 
 
"The same day, two canoes with eight people, from Newtown, not returning at night, 
were sought for the next day, but the ice being so thick, it was impractable to  go far 
in quest of them, which continued until  Friday, when one canoe was found drove on 
an island of sedge, in which were the bodies of Samuel Leveredge, Amos Roberts, 
William Salier, and Thomas Salier, all froze to death; the steerman sitting in an erect 
posture at the helm.  The three former were married men, having left distressed 
families behind them”. 6,7,8 
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Samuel Leverich made a will dated 1 May 1753:  "I, Samuel Leverich, of Newtown, in Queens County, mason, being in 
good health.  I leave to my wife Deborah all the rest of my estate after payment of debts and funeral charges.  I  make my 
brothers John and William, and my friend William Sackett, executors."  The will was witnessed by Philip Edsall, James 
Culver, and Jacob Boerum, and proved 26 February 1754.  Making a will while young and healthy was unusual for the 
time, but fortuitous in this instance due to Samuel's untimely death.9,10 
 
Deborah Leverich died on 4 December 1759, according to the records of the Newtown Presbyterian Church.11 
 
Samuel Leverich and Deborah Wright had three children.   

i. Benjamin Leverich was born between 1750 and 1754, and died unmarried in the West Indies, according to Riker's 
Annals of Newtown.  Riker does not provide a specific source for this information.  There is a "Leverick Bay" 
located on the  island of Virgin Gorda in the British Virgin Islands, but any connection is unknown. 

ii. Samuel Leverich was born 10 December 1751, married 23 January 1777 Sarah Berrien, and died 24 January 
1816. 

iii. Gabriel Leverich was born 22 May 1753, married 2 April 1779 Hannah Thorpe, and died 3 September 1828.  
Birth and death dates for Samuel and Gabriel are based on their tombstone inscriptions at the Leverich Family Burial 
Ground.12,13,14,15  Deborah's early death in 1759 left her three sons orphaned at the young age of about 5 to 9.   It is 
unknown who raised the three boys, but  it is likely that they were taken in by family, grandparents or perhaps  uncles.16 
 
In a deed dated 1 March 1781, Sackett Leverich, grandson of John Leverich Senior (son of John Leverich Jr who died in 
1780) buys out the shares in the family homestead and farm held by his three uncles.   The grantors  are William and 
Elnathan Leverich, sons of John Leverich Senior, and Samuel Leverich, grandson of John Leverich Senior (son of Samuel 
Leverich who died in 1754).  This deed includes the earliest specific reference to the family burial place.   
 
 
"This indenture made the first day of March in the year of our Lord and Savior Christ Jesus One thousand seven hundred 
and eighty one.  And in the twenty first year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third by the grace of God over 
Great Britain, France and Ireland King.  Defender of the Faith.   Between William Leverich Elithan Leverich and Samuel 
Leverich Legatees in and by the last Will and Testament of John Leverich Senr ?<Satate>? of New Town in Queens 
County in Nassau Island in the Colony of New York dec’d of the one part and Sackett Leverich of the same place of the 
other part.  Whereas the said John Leverich Senr in and by his last Will and Testament did make John Leverich Junr late 
of the said Town decd & said William Leverich Elithan Leverich and Sam Leverich Legatees in & for the whole of his 
Estate both real & personal to be equally divided amongst them share and share alike Relation being thereunto had is 
fully set forth and expressed.   
 
"Now this indenture witnesses that they the said William Leverich Elithan Leverich and Samuel Leverich for and in 
Consideration of the Sum of Twelve Hundred pounds lawful money of said Colony well and truly to them in hand paid by 
the said Sackett Leverich ...  Three fourths of that undivided Messuage, tenements dwelling house outhouses barn 
orchards cyder mill and all other improvements & pieces or parcels of land and meadows situate lying and being in New 
Town above said containing by estimation Seventy One acres be the same more or less.  This deed was witnessed by 
Robert Moore and Samuel Moore 3rd.  Although executed in 1781, the deed was not recorded at the county courthouse 
until 15 years later on 10 June 1796.17,18 
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