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Individual Narrative of John5 Way [38] 

Son of John Way and Martha4 Leverich [12] 
 
John Way was born circa 1727 at Newtown, Queens Co, New York,  the son of John Way and Martha Leverich [12].  The 
birth year is a calculated estimate based upon birth order as assumed from a 1736 baptism record.1  He was baptized on 
26 Aug 1736 at Newtown, Queens, New York,  at the Newtown Presbyterian Church.  Also baptized at the same time is 
Mrs. Martha Way and her children John, Leverich, Walter, and Hannah.2  This John Way is easily confused with his 
probable double first cousin John Way, the son of James Way and Hannah  Leverich.   The second John Way was  
married in 1746 to Mary Losey at the Reformed Dutch Church of Fishkill in Dutchess County, New York.3 
 
John Way married Elizabeth Pigeon on 6 Dec 1753 at Newtown, Queens, New York, at the Newtown Presbyterian 
Church.4  John Way and Elizabeth Pigeon may have lived at Newtown, or they may have lived in Dutchess County, New 
York,  where cousin John Way and his wife Mary Losey is documented to have lived.5,6  At least six John Way's are 
recorded as serving from New York State on the American side during the Revolutionary War.  This includes two John 
Way's serving in militia regiments from Dutchess County.7,8 
 
A "farm  leased to John Leverich" is mentioned in a Dutchess Co,  New York deed dated 23 March 1779 <Liber 7, page 
368>.  A John Way was a witness to the will of William Van Wyck of Fishkill, Dutchess Co, dated 20 January 1789 <Liber 
A,  page 448>.   Since cousin John Way who married Mary Losey is believed to have removed to Albany County, New 
York about the time of the American Revolution, these  records might pertain to John Way who married Elizabeth Pigeon.9  
Neither a specific date of death or place of burial  has been identified for John Way who married Elizabeth Pigeon.  Two 
other John Way's are found living at Newtown in this time period:  John Way and his wife Sarah Burling, and John Way 
and his wife Mary Betts.  By the time of the 1790 Census, one John Way is found at Newtown, none in Dutchess Co, and 
two John Way's in Albany County, New York.10,11,12,13 
 
He may have died before 1790, possibly at Dutchess County, New York.  The 1790 Census of Fishkill, Dutchess County, 
New York records an Elizabeth Way as the head of a household containing one male younger than 16, and three females.  
This could have been Elizabeth Pigeon Way, widow of John Way.  Since Francis Way is  still living and recorded in the 
1790 Census of Dutchess Co, this cannot be his wife Elizabeth Gorsline Way, who died in 1797.   An Elizabeth Way does 
not  appear in the 1800 Census.14,15  There is no direct  evidence identifying children of John Way and Elizabeth Pigeon.   
Glenn Way, in The Descendants of James Way, states that they had an only daughter, but does not name her nor cite 
any sources.16  Harry Abel Way, in The New York Way Family, identifies without citing sources the following children of 
John Way and Elizabeth Pigeon:  David, Daniel, George, and Samuel.   However, David and Daniel Way were likely the 
sons of double first cousin John Way who married Mary Losey.   George Way was the son of double first cousin Francis 
Way and his wife Elizabeth Gorsline.  A Samuel Way is identified by Harry Way as the son of Benjamin Way,  a brother  of 
John Way who married Elizabeth Pigeon.17 
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