
 
Page 1 

 
Individual Narrative of John6 Leverich [102] 

Son of John5 Leverich [28] and Mary Seaman 
Husband of Mary Brundage 

 
John Leverich was born on 6 January 1766 probably at North Castle, Westchester Co, New York.  The birth date is a 
calculated date based upon John's age (75 years, 10 months, 1 day) at the time of his death in 1841.1,2,3  John Leverich 
was the son of John Leverich and Mary Seaman of North Castle.  The 1776 will of Thomas Seaman names his sister 
Mary Leverich.   John Leverich, nephew, is named an administrator of the estate of Thomas Seaman in 1812.4,5,6,7 
 
John Leverich married Mary Brundage circa 1788 probably at Westchester Co, New York, The marriage date is a 
calculated date based upon the birth year of John and Mary's first child.8,9,10 
 
Mary Brundage was born 27 April 1767, either in North Castle, Westchester Co; or Orange Co, New York.   The birth date 
is a calculated date based upon Mary's age (72 years, 3 months, 19 days) at the time of her death in 1845.11   
   
Based upon circumstantial evidence <wills of John Brundage Senior (1779) and Junior (1795), and William Ogden (1784); 
estate of James Brundage (1813)>, Mary Brundage was likely the daughter of John Brundage Jr. and Martha Ogden, both 
of whom were born in North Castle, Westchester Co, New York but lived in Orange Co, New York.  John Brundage's 
brother, James Brundage, lived in North Castle where he died in 1813.  John Leverich was one of the appraiser's for the 
inventory of James Brundage Sr.'s estate.  James Brundage had a son Alpheus Brundage who owned land bordering that 
of John Leverich.12,13,14,15,16,17   Phebe Brundage, widow of James Brundage Sr, may have been the Phebe Brundage 
named as a sister in the will of Thomas Seaman in 1776, and therefore an aunt, the sister of Mary Seaman, the mother of 
John Leverich.18,19,20 
 
John Leverich is recorded in the 1790 U.S. Census of North Castle, Westchester Co, New York.   The census tallies list 
two free white males over the age of 16 and two free white females.  These tallies could represent John Leverich Jr and 
his wife Mary Brundage, as well as his parents John Leverich Sr and his wife Mary Seaman.  Or perhaps Mary Seaman 
was deceased, and the second female was Phebe Leverich, born 1789, the daughter of John Leverich and Mary 
Brundage.21 
 
Pursuant to the town records of North Castle, John Leverich was elected a Supervisor of Highways for Road District 13 for 
the years 1792-1793.   At that time, this district included Cooney Hill Road,  a portion of which was later (1819) detached 
from District 13 and attached to  District 9, according to a reference in the town records.22 
 
In 1799, the State of New York enacted legislation providing for the collection of taxes on real estate and personal 
property.  John Leverich is recorded on the tax assessment roles at North Castle, Westchester Co, New York for the 
period 1799-1803.   The property of  John (house and land) was valued at $300 and $70 during this period of time.   In 
various but not all of these years James Brundage and Henry Feeks are recorded on the tax list adjacent to John 
Leverich.   Abel Smith, then the North Castle Town Supervisor, is recorded nearby.23 
 
John Leverich is listed in the 1800 U.S. Census of North Castle, Westchester Co, New York.  The census tallies record 1 
free white male under age 10 (son Benjamin); 1 free white male age 16 to 25 (unidentified);  1 free white male age 26-44 
(John Leverich Jr); 2 free white males age 45 and over (John Leverich Sr and unidentified);  1 free white female under the 
age of 10 (daughter Mary);   there are no tallies corresponding to wife Mary Brundage or daughters Phebe and 
Elizabeth.24 
 
Pursuant to the town records of North Castle, John Leverich was elected a Supervisor of Highways for Road District 13 for 
the year 1801.25  According to church records, Mary (Brundage) Leverich became a member of the Shrub Oak Methodist 
Church in 1802.   Shrub Oak was a village located about 25 miles north of North Castle, in Yorktown Township, 
Westchester Co, New York.26  On 23 May 1803 Uriah Field sold to Henry Feeks land in North Castle near a place called 
Cooney Hill, bordering the land of John Leverich.27  Pursuant to the town records of North Castle, John Leverich was 
elected a Commissioner of Highways for the period 1808-1811.28 
 
John Leverich is listed in the 1810 U.S. Census of North Castle, Westchester Co, New York.   The census tallies record 1 
free white male under age 10 (son Caleb);  1 free white male age 16-25 (son Benjamin); 1 Free white male over the age 
of 45 (John Leverich);  1 free white female age 10 to 15 (daughter Mary); 2 free white females age 16 to 25 (daughters 
Phebe and Elizabeth); 1 free white female under age 10 (unidentified); the census tallies do not provide for Mary 
(Brundage) Leverich, wife of John.29 
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On 2 March 1811, John Leverich, John Tripp, and Peter Lyon were appointed justices of the peace for North Castle by the 
New York State Council of Appointment.30 
 
Pursuant to the town records of North Castle, John Leverich was elected an Assessor and a Commissioner of Highways 
in the year 1812.31 
 
On 7 May 1812, letters of administration on the estate of Thomas Seaman late of North Castle were granted to his 
nephew John Leverich, Abel Smith having died.   The will of Thomas Seaman was dated 12 December 1776, and proved 
1 April 1779.   In his will, Thomas names his sisters Charity Seaman and her daughter Phebe Seaman; Abigail Mozer; 
Mary Leverich (wife of John Leverich Sr); Phebe Brundige (likely the widow of James Brundage); Hannah Mozer.   The 
original executor of the will was named Abel Smith.32,33,34,35 
 
On 7 June 1813, John Leverich was the appraiser of the estate of James Brundage.   The heirs of James Brundage 
included his widow Phebe Brundage, and his children Mary Achman, wife of Ezekiel Achman; James, Lewis, Alpheus, 
Ann, and Deborah Brundage.36 
 
On 25 January 1814, John Leverich, with Nathanial Barmore and Moses Knapp, was appointed an administrator of the 
lands of Timothy Conklin, deceased, late of Cortlandt Township.37 
 
On 12 April 1814, John Leverich, John Tripp, Joshua Smith, and Daniel Coles Hopkins were appointed justices of the 
peace for North Castle by the New York State Council of Appointment.38 
 
On 6 March 1815, Benjamin Leverich and his wife Eunice executed a mortgage in the amount of $350.00 to his father 
John Leverich on the following property consisting of 9 acres in North Castle.    
 beginning at a walnut tree standing by the road leading from Kings Street to Robbins Mills, aka northeast corner of the 

lands being conveyed; 
 southwesterly with said road to a birch tree at the corner of Alpheus Brundage's land;  
 easterly with Brundage's land to a stake in the corner of the fence; 
 southerly with Brundage's land to the end of a stone wall at the corner of James Field's land; 
 easterly with said Field's land as the stone wall now stands to the corner of the wall; 
 northerly with Field's land to a white oak sapling at the corner of the lands late of Henry Feeks, deceased;   
 westerly with lands late of Henry Feeks, deceased, to a stake at the corner of Feek's land;   
 northerly with lands of Feeks to a stake, westerly one chain to a chestnut stump; 
 northerly with Feeks land to the first mentioned walnut tree at place of beginning. 
John Leverich, then of Cortlandt formerly of North Castle records that the mortgage amount was satisfied in full 31 May 
1817, and recorded 23 January 1819.  Presumably, this land was part of the John Leverich/Mary Brundage farm, that was 
being passed on to the son Benjamin and his wife.39 
 
On 6 March 1815 John Leverich, esquire, and his wife Mary, of North Castle, Westchester Co, New York,  in 
consideration of $345, sold six acres of land to James Robbins also of North Castle, described as follows.   
 beginning at the northeast corner by the road leading from King Street to Robbins Mills; 
 thence southerly with said road to a brook and willow tree; 
 thence northerly one rod thence westerly with the lands late of John Fisher, deceased, about two rods to a fence 

running northerly; 
 thence northerly with said fence and the lands late of said John Fisher, deceased, to the corner of a stone wall; 
 hence easterly with said stone wall as it now stands and the lands late of said John Fisher, deceased, to the corner of 

a stone wall; 
 thence easterly with said stone wall as it now stands and the lands late of said John Fisher, deceased, to the corner of 

a fence that runs southeasterly; 
 thence southeasterly with said as it now stands to the place of beginning.   
The deed was witnessed by Abraham Miller and Caleb Thompkins, and signed by both John and Mary Leverich.   The 
deed was recorded 20 April 1881.  This six acre tract of land borders on the north the nine acre tract of land for which 
John Leverich provided a mortgage to his son Benjamin Leverich and his wife Eunice, on the same date 6 March 1815.   
The six acre tract is now under the waters of the Kensico Reservoir.40 
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Cooney Hill Road, North Castle, Westchester Co, New York 
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Cooney Hill Road – Contemporary Kensico Dam and Reservoir 
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About 1817-1818 John Leverich relocated from the Town of North Castle to the Town of Cortlandt, in Westchester Co, 
New York.  On 3 December 1818, John Leverich of Cortlandt and his wife Mary executed a mortgage in the amount of 
$400 to Susan Dusenbery, on property described as follows: 
 beginning at the northwest corner of the lot hereby conveyed at the new red mill road joining the land of Jonathan 

Ferris; 
 running from thence southerly along the land of the said Ferris to the lot sold by the said party of the second part (i.e. 

Sarah Dusenbery) to Caesar Alair; 
 from thence south eighty eight degrees east along a stone wall to the northeast corner of Caesar's; 
 and from thence the same course to a heap of stones on the east line of said Church lot adjoining the land of said 

Leverich;  
 from thence northerly along the land of the said Leverich's other lands to a chestnut tree; 
 thence northerly along the land of Joseph Sherwood to the road aforesaid; 
 from thence westerly along said road to the place of beginning; 
 containing 21 acres of land more or less. 
On the same date Stephen Wilkins and Phebe (daughter of John Leverich and Mary Brundage) his wife also executed a 
mortgage to Sarah Dusenbery, bordering the land of John Leverich on the west.   The John and Mary Leverich mortgage 
was recorded as paid in full on 3 July 1824.41 
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John Leverich is listed in the 1820 U.S. Census in the town of Cortlandt, Westchester Co, New York.   The census tallies 
record one free white male age 16 to 25 (son Caleb);  one free white male over the age of 45 (John Leverich);  one free 
white female age 16 to 25 (daughter Mary);  one free white female over the age of 45 (Mary Brundage Leverich).    Living 
nearby are son Benjamin Leverich and son-in-law Stephen Wilkins.42 
 
On 13 December 1822 John Leverich, Justice-of-the-Peace presided over a transaction (A Bond of Recognizance) at the 
Court of General Sessions pertaining to debts of Joshua and Deborah Sherwood.43 
 
On 27 March 1826 Alpheus Brundage and his wife Phebe sold to their son Ightmon Brundage a tract of land at North 
Castle (10 acres)  beginning at a chestnut tree by the road that runs by John Leverich's.44 
 
On 4 September 1826 John Leverich was a member of a group leasing for one week camp meeting grounds from Pierre 
Van Cortlandt.45 
 
On 27 October 1826, William and Hannah Applebee in consideration of $300 sold 6 and 3/4 acres of land at Cortlandt, to 
John Leverich, esquire, described as follows: 
 beginning at the side of the road running from the Red Mills to Peekskill at the corner of land late in possession of 

Joshua Drake, deceased; 
 thence running with said Drake's land south to the land of Caleb Pierce; 
 thence running with said Pierce's land easterly to the corner of John Leverich's land, party of the second part;  
 from thence running northerly with the said lands of the party of the second part to the corner of the stone wall now 

standing on the premises near the aforesaid road;  
 then running with said wall westerly to the said road; 
 thence along the said road to the place of beginning. 
This deed was witnessed by Lewis Benedict and John Hyatt, and recorded 15 November 1826.46 
 
On 6 September 1827 John Leverich, Justice-of-the-Peace presided over a transaction (A Bond of Recognizance) at the 
Court of General Sessions pertaining to John B. Stuart and Daniel B. Hyatt of Somers.   The surviving original document 
includes the signature of John Leverich.47 
 
 

 
 

1814 January 25: Westchester Co, NY Archives, Estates File 14-1814 
 

 

 
 

1827 September 6: Westchester Co, NY Archives, Court of General Sessions, File A-320(14)(L) 
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On 14 March 1829, Jonathan and Jane Ferris in consideration of $600 sold 20 acres of land at Cortlandt, to John 
Leverich, esquire, also of Cortlandt, described as follows: 
 beginning at the most southeast corner of the said lot and adjoining the land now or late in possession of the widow 

Sherwood and the land of John Leverich Esquire at a cedar stake by a stone fence; 
 thence north forty-six degrees and one-quarter west by the land of the said Leverich as the fence now stands six 

chains and six links to a cedar stake at the end of a stone fence;   
 thence north seventy-seven degrees west with the same eight chains and six links to a large chestnut tree standing in 

the corner with said Leverich's land;  
 thence northerly with a lot of land called the church lot in possession of the said John Leverich to the New Mill Road; 
 from thence easterly as the said road now runs to the land late in the possession of James Sumerbell, deceased; 
 from thence south four degrees east with the said Sumerbell's land eleven chains and about fifty-nine links to the land 

of the said widow Sherwood to a stake and stones in the corner of said Sumerbell's land;  
 from thence south four degrees west with said Sherwood's land nine chains to the place of beginning.   
This deed was witnessed by Daniel Wm. Birdsall and W. B. Birdsall, and recorded on 9 April 1829.48 
 
On 4 May 1830 Ightmon Brundage and his wife Phebe sold to Elvin Barnes a tract of land (10 acres) in North Castle 
beginning at a chestnut tree by the road that leads past where John Leverich formerly lived.49 
 
John Leverich is listed in the 1830 U.S. Census in the town of Cortlandt, Westchester Co, New York.   The census tallies 
record 1 free white male age 10 to 14 (perhaps an apprentice and/or a grandson); 1 free white male age 15 to 19 
(perhaps an apprentice and/or a grandson); 1 free white male 30 to 39 (perhaps a hired hand,  also recorded as a white 
person, alien, foreigner not naturalized); 1 free white male age 60 to 69 (John Leverich); 1 free white female age 60 to 69 
(Mary Brundage Leverich).    Adjacent heads of household include son-in-law Stephen Wilkins, neighbors Caleb Pierce 
and Charles and Joshua Sherwood.50 
 
On 25 April 1831, Joshua Drake sold to Stephen Wilkins, both of Cortlandt Township, a 23 acre tract of land that ran 
along the western border of lands formerly owned by John Leverich.   Stephen Wilkins was a son-in-law of John Leverich, 
having married John's daughter Phebe.51 
 
On 23 March 1839 Daniel D. Demarest and his wife Rachel sold to Herman Demarest a tract of land (10 acres) in North 
Castle beginning at a chestnut tree by the road that leads past where John Leverich formerly lived.   A similar tract (13 
acres) was conveyed on 10 March 1845 by Harmon Demarest and his wife Phebe Jane to William Williams.   The 
property description begins with “at a chestnut tree standing in the fence along the Cooney Hill Road,  and borders 
properties of William Robbins, deceased, James Field, and Charles Sweeny”.52,53 
 
John Leverich is listed in the 1840 U.S. Census in the town of Cortlandt, Westchester Co, New York.   The census tallies 
record 1 free white male age 15 to 19 (perhaps an apprentice, or a grandson); 1 free white male age 70 to 79 (John 
Leverich); 1 free white female age 10 to 14 (perhaps a granddaughter or a servant); 1 free white female age 70 to 79 
(Mary Brundage Leverich);  1 person employed in Manufacture and Trade (perhaps John Leverich as a cooper; his father 
John Leverich Sr and his brother Benjamin Leverich were both coopers).54 
 
John Leverich died on 7 Nov 1841 at Cortlandt, Westchester, New York, at age 75.  The death notice in the Westchester 
and Putnam Republican gives his date of death as Friday October 29, spells John's surname "Leveridge", and cites his 
age as 80 years.55  John was buried at the Shrub Oak Methodist Churchyard in the Town of Yorktown, Westchester Co,   
New York.   His gravestone records his date of death as 7 November 1841, aged 75 years, 20 months, and 1 day.56,57 
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Shrub Oak Methodist Church Yard,  Yorktown, Westchester County, New York 
 

    
 

“In memory of John Leverich who died Nov 7, 1841 age 75yrs 10 m & 1 day”. 
Tombstone rubbing by Sally Cooper of  Peekskill, New York: October 31, 2007 

 
John Leverich made a will dated 21 October 1834, which was admitted to probate 15 November 1841.   The will included 
the following provisions:  
 beloved wife Mary, all my household furniture of every description, clothing and family bible; also one cow of her own 

selection;   
 executors to put out $1000 at interest for the benefit of Mary during her lifetime, thereafter to be equally distributed 

among heirs; 
 daughter Phebe Wilkins $500 to be put out at interest to be paid annually during her natural life, thereafter to be 

equally distributed among her surviving heirs; 
 remaining children Betsey, i.e. Elizabeth Gregory, Benjamin, Mary, and Caleb each the sum of $500 to them and their 

heirs; 
 daughter Mary my gold watch and also my three year old bay horse; 
 granddaughter Sarah Vredenberg the sum of $50; 
 executors to sell all my estate real and personal not otherwise disposed of as soon as convenient and proper and 

appropriate the avails thereof to the purposes above mentioned. 
John's son Caleb and son-in-law Stephen Gregory were appointed executors.  The will was signed John Leverich and 
witnessed by James Fountain and William Benedict of Yorktown, Westchester Co, New York.58 
 
On 30 April 1842, Caleb Leverich of the city and county of New York; and Stephen Gregory, of the village of Peekskill, 
Westchester Co, NY,  executors of the estate of John Leverich deceased, sold 97 and 3/4 acres of land in the town of 
Cortlandt Westchester Co, New York; and 6 acres and five perches of land in the town of Putnam Valley, Putnam County, 
New York;  in consideration of $4,750 to Thomas H. Tompkins of the Town of Yorktown, Westchester Co, New York.    
The Cortlandt tract was described as follows: 
 beginning on the north side of the Old Red Mill Road and adjoining lands of James B. Hallock; 
 thence northerly along lands of the said Hallock to the northeast corner of the farm hereby conveyed and the New Mill 

road; 
 thence westerly along said road to lands late of judge Ferris, deceased and northwest corner of the farm hereby 

conveyed; 
 thence southerly along lands late of the said Ferris, deceased and lands of John Curry to a corner; 
 thence easterly along lands of said Curry and lands of Stephen Wilkins to a corner; thence southerly along lands of 

said Wilkins to the Old Red Mill road first aforesaid; 
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 thence southerly across said road along lands of said Wilkins to the southwest corner of the farm hereby conveyed 
and lands of Caleb Pearce; 

 thence easterly along the lands of said Pearce to the Hog Lane Road and southeast corner of the farm hereby 
conveyed;  thence northerly along said lane to the Old Red Mill Road first aforesaid; 

 thence westerly along the said road to the place of beginning. 
The Putnam Valley tract was described as follows: 
 beginning at a rock oak sapling corner of lands late of Drake Conklin, deceased; 
 thence due west 5 chains and 83 links to a black oak marked; 
 thence south 35 degrees west one chain and 19 links to a walnut sapling; 
 thence south 19 degrees east 8 chains and 73 links to a stake and stones; 
 thence south 71 degrees east 5 chains and 25 links to a black oak stump by the side of a rock; 
 thence north 16 degrees east 11 chains and 70 links in company with lands of said Conklin, deceased, to the place of 

beginning. 
This deed was witnessed by David K. Conklin and recorded on 5 September 1842.  Mary Leverich, widow of John, 
executed a release and quit claim to Thomas H. Tompkins in consideration of $70.00 paid to her by Caleb Leverich and 
Stephen Gregory.59 
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On 19 January 1844 the Westchester County, New York Surrogate's Court issued a decree approving a Final Settlement 
of Estate and Distribution to Legatees pertaining to the estate of John Leverich.   The value of the estate was $6,800;  
expenses were $4,300 including specific legacies, leaving a residual of $2,500 to be distributed among John's five 
children, or $500 each.   $6,800 in 1844 dollars equals approximately $223,000 in 2015 dollars;  $500 in 1844 dollars 
equals about $17,000 in 2015 dollars.   It would appear that John Leverich thrived once he moved to Cortlandt from North 
Castle about 1818.60 
 
Mary (Brundage) Leverich died 16 August 1845 at the Town of Cortlandt age 78 years, 3 months, and 19 days.   She was 
buried at the Shrub Oak Methodist Church in the Town of Yorktown, Westchester Co, New York.61 
 

 
 

Shrub Oak Methodist Church Yard,  Yorktown, Westchester County, New York 
 

     
 
“In memory of Mary, wife of John Leverich, who died Aug 16, 1845 aged 78 yrs 4 m & 19 
days” - Tombstone rubbing by Sally Cooper of  Peekskill, New York: October 31, 2007 
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John Leverich and Mary Brundage had six children, five of whom survived to adulthood.62 

i. Phebe Leverich was born in North Castle, Westchester Co, New York on 26 July 1789.  The birth date is a 
calculated date based upon Phebe's age at time of death.  Phebe married about 1810 probably in Westchester 
County Stephen Wilkins.   The marriage date is a calculated date based upon the birth year of Phebe and 
Stephen's first child.  Phebe died 5 April 1867 at Cortlandt, Westchester Co, New York.63,64,65,66 

ii. Elizabeth Leverich was born in North Castle, Westchester Co, New York on 4 April 1791.  Elizabeth married about 
1811 probably in Westchester County Stephen Gregory.   The marriage date is a calculated date based upon the 
birth year of Elizabeth and Stephen's first child.  Elizabeth died 21 November 1866 at Peekskill, Westchester Co, 
New York.67,67-a,68 

iii. Benjamin Leverich was born in North Castle, Westchester Co, New York on 22 January 1793.  Benjamin married 
first 27 August 1814 probably in Westchester Co Eunice Outhouse.   Benjamin married second about 1853 
probably in Westchester Co Susan (unidentified).   Benjamin married third 11 July 1856 in Manhattan, New York 
Co, New York Mary Hannah Purdy, widow of Jonathan Purdy.   Benjamin Leverich died 11 April 1878 at 
Cortlandt, Westchester Co, New York.69,70,71 

iv. Mary Leverich was born in North Castle, Westchester Co, New York on 29 April 1797.  Mary married circa 1833 
probably in Westchester County Gabriel Knapp.   The marriage date is a calculated date based upon the birth 
year of Mary and Gabriel's first child.  Mary died 18 March 1882 at Cortlandt, Westchester Co, New York.72,73 

v. Caleb Leverich was born in North Castle, Westchester Co, New York on 1 June 1801.  Caleb married 8 August 
1821 in Yorktown, Westchester Co, to Susan Johnston Lane.  Caleb died 24 October 1874 at Brooklyn, Kings Co, 
New York.74,75,76 

vi. Sipeann Leverich was born on 9 November 1812 at North Castle, Westchester Co, New York. The birth date is a 
calculated date based upon Sipeann's age at the time she died. It is noted that Mary Brundage would have been 
46 years old in 1812, with an eleven year gap since her last birth, i.e. Caleb Leverich born in 1801. Sipeann 
Leverich died on 25 September 1815 probably at North Castle, Westchester Co, New York, at the age of 2 years, 
10 months, and 16 days as reflected by her gravestone at the Shrub Oak Methodist Church Cemetery in 
Yorktown, Westchester Co, New York. The dates on the contemporary gravestone (2011) are no longer legible. 
The dates used are based upon a 1907 transcription by Robert B. Miller, at which time the gravestone was likely 
more readable.77,78 

 
 
 
 
Printed on: 19 June 2020                    
Prepared by: 
Tom Leverich 
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