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Individual Narrative of Elizabeth6 Penfold [82] 
Daughter of Richard Penfold and Mary5 Leverich [24] 

Wife of Captain Cornelius Berrien 
 
Elizabeth Penfold was born on 17 Mar 1746 at Newtown, Queens Co, New York, the daughter of Richard Penfold and 
Mary Leverich.1,2,3  Elizabeth, daughter of Richard Penfold, was baptized 15 June 1755 at the Newtown Presbyterian 
Church.   Also baptized the same day were Elizabeth's siblings William Leverich, Mary, Edmund and John.4   
 
Elizabeth Penfold married Cornelius Berrien on 23 Jun 1765 at Newtown, Queens, New York, at the Newtown 
Presbyterian Church.5,6 
 
There were two Cornelius Berrien's living at Newtown at that time.   Captain Cornelius Berrien was the husband of 
Elizabeth Penfold, and the son of Cornelius and Amy Berrien, born 14 October 1734 at Newtown.  He was the grandson 
of Peter Berrien and Elizabeth Edsall, and the great grandson of Cornelius Berrien and Jannetie Stryker.  The maiden 
name of Cornelius' mother Amy is uncertain, cited by different sources as Smith (Riker), Tucker, Scudder, or Toe 
(Mitchell).7,8,9   
 
Cornelius Berrien Jr was born c 1735 and married Jane Warner.   He was a second cousin to Captain Cornelius Berrien, 
and the son of Cornelius Berrien and Sarah Hallett, the grandson of John Berrien and Ruth Edsall, and the great 
grandson of Cornelius Berrien and Jannetie Stryker.  Cornelius Berrien Jr  lived on the Berrien Family Farm located on 
Long Island Sound immediately opposite Berrien's  Island, northeast of the Penfold Farm.10 
 
Cornelius von Erden Mitchell, the author of Mitchell Ancestry, cites two manuscript documents in support of his account of 
Captain Cornelius Berrien.    The first document is described as "a very old document unsigned and undated which is 
among the family papers in the possession of this compiler".  The context of this document suggests that the author was a 
son of Captain Cornelius, and the document provides a family record of baptisms, marriages, and deaths.  The second 
document is described as "undated but signed by Richard P. Berrien the twin brother of Cornelius Penfold Berrien".   
Richard and Cornelius were the sons of Captain Cornelius Berrien and Elizabeth Penfold.   The second document repeats 
much of the text of the first document, with some inconsistencies.  The second document also includes an account of the 
Penfold family, "I also add a history of the Penfold family from memory as I have never seen any record;  that memory is 
associated with, or connected with the frequent relations of Mrs. Mary Penfold, our grandmother, and her children with 
others.11,12" 
 
Mitchell, citing the first of the above referenced family documents, provides the following account of Captain Cornelius 
Berrien.   
   "Cornelius (our Father) who was a Clerk with his Father until his death succeeded him in business acting in the same 
capacities (with the exception of the Office of Judge) until the French or Canadian War when he was offered a Clerkship 
(as Capt'ns Clerk) on board the private armed ship Tarter Thos's Lawrence Commander owned & fitted out by his Brother 
John Lawrence Esq'r of this City he continued in her & was promoted to a Lieut they were extremely successful in their 
Cruises both in capturing Weightier Metal -- & very rich prizes --  On return from the armed Services Vessels & parts 
thereof and commanding himself until just previous to the revolution & with it came a revolution in his fortune & finances.  
Being himself detained by sickness after having got three Vessles ready for sea and intending to command one himself.  
their names The Chance, Flying Fish, &  Fryed Oyster, all bound on the same Voyages with alike cargoes to the West 
Indies & thence to the Spanish Maine for Mules -- and all arrived at their last place of Destination.   By some unhappy 
altercation between the Natives Officers & Crews or what is quite as probably by the treachery of the former, the Vessels 
Cargoes & Money was taken & Crews murdered with the exception of a Sailor & a Cook who returned but could assign no 
cause for the attack -- State that the Natives armed & in a Body rushed upon them sparing no one they could Destroy and 
stated how they escaped. 
   "Beside this great pecuniary loss of property, his loss of Kindred & long tried friends was trying in the extreme, deprived 
by so Logical a Death of a Brother (Peter) a Brother in Law (John Penfold) Capt Richardson who had been a long time in 
his employ in different capacities and most of the other Officers & Crews had been associated with & were known to him, 
and all was in a great measure endeared by the ties of Kindred, Friendship & Worth.  He was also captured several times 
afterward during the war & after the Conclusion of the Peace in 83 he followed Husbandry the remainder of his life. 
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James Riker provides a similar account in his Annals of Newtown, but does not cite a source for his account.  Captain 
Cornelius Berrien and his wife Elizabeth Penfold lived on the Penfold Family Farm with Elizabeth's mother, Mary Leverich 
Penfold.13,14,15   
 
The New-York Gazette, also known as the Weekly Post-Boy, published 20 August 1770, includes a listing of ships 
passing through the Customs-House.  The list includes the Sloop Chance, owned by Cornelius Berrien, cleared to travel 
to Coracoa (contemporary Coracao), a Caribbean island near the northern coast of South America.16  A census of 
Newtown, Queens Co, New York in 1771 includes one listing for a Cornelius Berrien.  A proximity analysis of Queens 
properties in 1800 suggests  that the Cornelius listed could have been either Captain Cornelius Berrien or  Cornelius 
Berrien Jr.17,18 
 
On 3 April 1775, 100 Freeholders of Newtown voted to send Col. Jacob Blackwell as a delegate to the Provincial 
Congress in New York, 20 April 1775.  Included among those voting in favor was a Cornelius Berrien.  Again, only one 
Cornelius is recorded, so it could have been either Captain Cornelius  or Cornelius Jr.19 
 
A subscribers list dated 1 May 1786 for the Rev. Peter Fish of the Newtown Presbyterian Church included Cornelius 
Berrien,  Mary Penfold and William Penfold.20  A subscribers list dated 1 May 1790 for the Rev. Mr. Woodhull included 
Cornelius Berrien, Mary Penfold, William L. Penfold and Edmund Penfold.21   
 
The 1790 U.S. Census of Newtown, Queens County, New York records two Cornelius Varian's on the same census page, 
presumably "Berrien" and living in close proximity to each other.  Each entry has a suffix added to the surname, but the 
handwritten suffixes are difficult to decipher.   The first Cornelius is segregated with Mary Penfold and William L. Penfold, 
and are grouped between John Lawrence and Abraham Polhemus.  It is likely that this is Captain Cornelius Berrien.  The 
list of names on the census page continues from Polhemus to Samuel Lawrence Daniel Lawrence, and then a second 
Cornelius Varian.  It is likely that this is Cornelius Berrien Junior.  Capt Cornelius has a household of 7 persons including 4 
slaves, and Cornelius Jr has a household of 22 persons,  including 7 slaves.22 

 
 

 
 

1790 U.S. Census: Newtown, Queens County, New York 
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Interestingly, the order of names in the census record closely tracks the properties described in the 1800 Ownership Map 
of Queens County, New York, thus providing evidence supporting the identification of the two Cornelius Varian's.23 
 
 

 
 
 
The 1800 U.S. Census of Newtown repeats a pattern similar to that of 1790.   Two Cornelius Berrien's are recorded in 
close  proximity to each other.   The first Cornelius appearing on the census page is grouped with Samuel Berrien and 
Daniel Lawrence, and then Samuel Lawrence.   This is likely Cornelius Jr.  The list of names on the census page 
continues with Abraham Polhemus, a second Cornelius Berrien, and Mary Penfold Widow, followed by John Lawrence.  
This is likely Captain Cornelius.   Cornelius Jr has a household of 7 persons, while Captain Cornelius has a household of 
10 persons.24 
 
In 1799, the State of New York enacted legislation providing for the collection of taxes on real estate and personal 
property.   For the year 1800, two Cornelius Berrien's are recorded for the tax assessment list in Newtown, Queens 
County, New York.   Individuals are listed alphabetically, so an analysis of geographic proximity is not possible.   
However, one Cornelius is taxed only on his personal property ($100 assessment), and not on any real estate.   This is 
likely Captain Cornelius Berrien, who is said to have been living at and working the farm belonging to his mother-in-law 
the widow Mary Penfold, who is also recorded on the tax assessment list as well as her sons Edmund Penfold and 
William L. Penfold.   The second Cornelius is taxed on both real estate (assessed $2,500) and personal property 
(assessed $358).   This Cornelius is likely Cornelius Berrien Jr.25 
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1800 U.S. Census: Newtown, Queens County, New York 
 
 

 
 

1800 New York Tax Assessment Queens County 
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Cornelius Berrien died at Newtown 12 December 1805.   His burial place has not been located, but he may have been 
buried at the Newtown Presbyterian Church where his death was recorded.26,27,28  Letters of Administration on the estate 
of Cornelius Berrien were granted in the Queens County, New York Surrogate Court on 14 April 1806, to his son Richard 
P. Berrien, the widow Elizabeth Berrien having renounced her rights.29 
 
Elizabeth Penfold and Cornelius Berrien had five children, two of which, twin sons, survived to adulthood.30,31 

i. Cornelius Berrien Jr was born 21 December 1765, and died as a child age 10 years 8 months on 21 August 
1776.32,33 

ii. Elizabeth B. Berrien was born 3 October 1776 and died as a child at Newtown age 11 years, 3 months, and 11 
days on 14 January 1788.34,35 

iii. Cornelius Penfold Berrien, a twin, was born on 5 October 1779.  Cornelius was married to Elizabeth B. Morris, 
daughter of John Morris, on August 3, 1806 at Newark, Essex County, New Jersey.   Cornelius is found in the 
1810 and 1820 U.S. Census in Manhattan Ward 6, New York County, New York.  He died 3 April 1828  at 34 
Duane St Manhattan, and was buried in Newark, N.J. at the First Presbyterian Churchyard.36,37,38,39,40,41,42 

iv. Richard Penfold Berrien, a twin, was born on 5 October 1779.  Richard was married to Elizabeth Vanderbeeck.   
Richard is found in the 1810 and 1820 U.S. Census in Manhattan Ward 6, New York County, New York; 1830 in 
Ward 4, 1840 in Ward 8, and 1850 in Ward 9.  In the 1860 U.S. Census he is living in North Castle, Westchester 
County, New York.     Richard died 26 October 1864 and was buried in St. John's Cemetery, Yonkers, 
Westchester County.43,44,45,46,47,48,49,50,51 

v. John Berrien was born 24 July 1782, and died as a child at Newtown age 6 years, 4 months, and 17 days on 11 
December 1788.52,53 

 
Elizabeth Penfold Berrien, widow of Cornelius, is not found as a head of household in the 1810 U.S. Census of Newtown, 
Queens County, New York.   Her two adult sons Cornelius P and Richard P are found in the 1810 Census in Ward 6, 
Manhattan, New York County, New York, but the census tallies for both do not indicate a female household member of 
Elizabeth's age.   Therefore, it is likely Elizabeth remained on the family farm at Hellgate in Queens in 1810, probably 
moving in with one of her sons by 1815 when the family farm was sold to Richard J. Lawrence.54,55 
 
Elizabeth Penfold Berrien died on 10 Sep 1817 at Newtown, Queens, New York, at age 71.  Her burial place has not been 
located, but she may have been buried at the Newtown Presbyterian Church.56,57 
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