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Individual Narrative of Joseph6 Gorsline Jr. [94] 
Son of Joseph Gorsline and Sarah5 Leverich [26] 

 
Joseph Gorsline Jr.1 was born on 5 Dec 1765 at Newtown, Queens Co, New York, the son of Joseph Gorsline and Sarah 
Leverich.2,3,4 
 
Joseph Gorsline Jr. married Helen Conselyea circa 1787 at Newtown, Queens Co, New York.  The marriage date is a 
calculated estimate based upon the birth date in 1788 of their first child, Joseph P. Gorsline.   They likely were married at 
the Newtown Presbyterian Church, but marriage records for that Church in that time period have not survived.5,6,7,8 
 
Helen Conselyea was born about 1761 (based upon her age at time of death), probably at Bushwick, Kings County, New 
York.   She was the daughter of Andrew Conselyea and Mercy Fine, who were married in 1759.   Andrew is recorded in 
the 1790 U.S. Census at Bushwick, and made his will in 1793 which was proved in 1797, naming among other heirs his 
wife Mercy and his eldest daughter Helena.9,10,11,12 
 
Two Joseph Gorslines are found recorded in the 1790 U.S. Census of Newtown, Queens Co, New York.  Presumably this 
is Joseph Senior and Joseph Jr, but it is not possible to differentiate between the two entries.   One entry shows Joseph 
listed between Nathan Woodhull and Nathan Hunt, the other entry shows Joseph listed between John Milnox and Jacob 
Miller.13 
 
A subscribers list dated 1 May 1790 for the Rev. Mr. Woodhull of the Newtown Presbyterian Church included both Joseph 
Goslen Sr. and Joseph Goslen Jr.14 
 
On 10 April 1791 the following individuals were baptized at the Newtown Presbyterian Church:  Joseph Goslin Sr, his 
sons Joseph Goslin Jr and William Gosline, and daughter Elizabeth Morril.15 
 
The 1800 Census of Newtown, Queens Co, New York includes two Joseph Goslin's, presumably Senior and Junior, as 
well as William Goslin.   Joseph Jr is likely the Joseph recorded between John Miller and Morris Thennada.  The census 
tallies include 3 free white males under the age of 10 (sons Joseph, Andrew, Peter), 1 free white male age 26 to 44 
(Joseph Jr), 3 free white females under the age of 10 (daughters Helen, Sarah, unidentified), and 1 free white female age 
26 to 44 (wife Helen).16 
 
In 1799, the State of New York enacted legislation providing for the collection of taxes on real estate and personal 
property.  Joseph Gorsline Sr, husband  of Sarah Leverich, as well as their son Joseph Gorsline Jr, are recorded on the 
tax assessment roles at Newtown, Queens Co, New York for the period 1799-1803.  The two Josephs are specifically 
identified as Senior and Junior.  The property of  Joseph Jr was valued at $1250.00 during the period 1799-1800, and 
$5250.00 during the period 1801-1803.17 
 
On 9 March 1809, in the New York Public Advertiser, Joseph Gorsline Jr. announced a farm for sale, about 20 acres 
"opposite the lower end of Blackwell's Island, adjoining Jacob Bennett's farm".   Apparently Joseph did not live on this 
farm, the place having been "occupied as a garden 14 years" and "tended by a Nursery man.18 
 
Joseph Gorsline Jr is recorded in the 1810 U.S. Census in Newtown, Queens Co, New York, adjacent to Mary Rapelye 
and John Rapelye.   The census tallies include 3 free white males age 16 to 25 (sons Joseph, Andrew, Peter), 1 free 
white male over the age of 45 (Joseph Jr.); 2 free white females under the age of 10 (daughters Anna and Emeline), 1 
free white female age 1 to 15 (daughter Sarah), 1  free white female age 16 to 25 (daughter Helen), and 1 free white  
female over the age of 45 (wife Helen).19 
 
Joseph Gorsline Jr. died on 13 Aug 1812 at Newtown, Queens Co, New York, at age 46 years, 8 months and 8 days. His 
burial  place is noted in two closely proximate but different cemeteries: a graveyard located at Queens Blvd (aka Hoffman 
Blvd) and Elliott Avenue in Newtown, and the Newtown Presbyterian Church cemetery, also on Queens Blvd in Newtown. 
20,21,22   Joseph Gorsline Jr made a will dated 2 August 1812, which was proved 17 August 1812.  The will names his sons 
Peter, Andrew, and Joseph; his wife Helenah; and his daughters Eleanor, Sally, Anna, and Eve.   The  executors were 
Andrew and Peter Gorsline, William Penfold,  and Francis Duryee.   The will was witnessed by Eli Benedict, Kenneth H. 
Fish, and Mary Post.23 
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A map of Queens County, showing land ownership about the year 1800,  cites the transfer of 101 acres of land in 1828 by 
the heirs of Joseph Gorsline (Sr) to Peter Remsen.    Joseph Gorsline Jr and his widow Helen likely lived on a portion of 
his father's farm which borders the land of John Rapelye.   Joseph Gorsline Jr is recorded in the 1810 U.S. Census 
adjacent to  John and Mary Rapelye.24 
 

 
 
Helen, widow of Joseph Gorsline Jr., died at Newtown 9 February 1831, age 70.  Helen was buried at the Newtown 
Presbyterian Church.25,26 
 
Helen Gorsline made a will dated 6 July 1829, proved 21 August 1831.  Her will names children Andrew, Peter, Helen, 
Sarah, and Eve.  Daughter Anna had died  in 1824, and eldest son Joseph P.  Gorsline was then living in Ontario Co, 
New York.  Executors of the will were Daniel Lawrence, Aaron Furman, and William Howard.  The will was witnessed by 
Charles Welling, Samuel H. Howard, and Robert T. Lawrence.27 
 
James Riker, in the Annals of Newtown, incorrectly identifies John Gorsline, son of Joseph Gorsline and Sarah Leverich, 
as the husband of Helen Conselyea, and the father of Andrew and Peter Gorsline. Joseph Gorsline Jr and Helen 
Conselyea had seven children.28,29,30 

i. Joseph P. Gorsline was born probably at Newtown, Queens Co, New York on 18 September 1788.   Joseph 
married about 1812, probably in Queens Co, Mary Denike.  Joseph settled in Ontario Co, New York about 1824.   
He died 12 January 1863 at Phelps, Ontario Co, New York.   Joseph is found in the 1830, 1840, 1850 and 1860 
U.S. Census; and the 1855 New York State Census, in the town of Phelps, Ontario Co, New York.31,32,33,34,35,36,37 

ii. Helen (aka Ellen) Gorsline was born 3 April 1790 at Newtown, Queens Co, New York.   Helen was baptized at the 
Newtown Presbyterian Church on 27 June 1790.  She was married at Newtown about 1812-1818 to Isaac Van 
Alst.  Helen died at Newtown 22  July 1856 and was buried at the Newtown Reformed Church Cemetery.   Isaac 
Van Alst is found in the 1830, 1840, 1850 Census of Newtown.38,39,40,41,42,43 

iii. Andrew Gorsline was born 28 December 1791 at Newtown, Queens Co, New York.   He was baptized at the 
Newtown Presbyterian Church 25 March 1792.   Andrew Gorsline was married on 15 May 1822 to Grace Riker 
(aka Gertrude)7  Leverich [126], daughter of Jesse Leverich [57] and Grace Berrien, at the Reformed Dutch 
Church at Jamaica, Queens Co, New York.  Andrew died 30 October 1871 at Newtown and was buried at the 
Newtown Presbyterian Church Cemetery.    Andrew is found in the 1830, 1840, 1850, 1860, and 1870 U.S. 
Census of Newtown.44,45,46,47,48,49,50,51,52,53 

iv. Peter Gorsline was born 6 December 1793 at Newtown, Queens Co, New York.   He was baptized at the 
Newtown Presbyterian Church 4 May 1794.   Peter married for the first time about 1825, probably at Newtown, 
Margaret "Jones" or "Douglas".   Long Island Cemeteries records "Margaret Jones" wife of Peter Gorsline buried 
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at the Newtown Presbyterian Church cemetery in 1836.   Peter and Margaret Gorsline  had a first born son 
named Isaac Douglas Gorsline in 1828.   Peter Leverich Jr and his wife Sarah7  Leverich [145] (daughter of 
Edward Leverich and Patience Moore) had a daughter named "Margaret Douglas Gorsline" baptized in 1856.  
Peter Gorsline Sr married for a second time 27 July 1837 Anna Sackett at the Newtown Presbyterian Church.  
Peter died at Newtown 14 December 1858.    Peter Gorsline is recorded in the 1820, 1830, 1840, and 1850 U.S. 
Census at Newtown, Queens Co, New York.54,55,56,57,58,59,60,61,62,63,64   

v. Sarah Gorsline was born probably at Newtown, Queens Co, New York about 1797.  Sarah married 24 December 
1827 Henry Remsen at the Newtown Presbyterian Church.  Sarah died 27 April 1869 and was buried at the 
Newtown Presbyterian Church.   Henry Remsen is found in the 1830, 1840, 1850, 1860,  and 1870 U.S.Census at 
Newtown.65,66,67,68,69,70,71 

vi. Anna M. Gorsline was born at Newtown, Queens Co, New York on 26 January 1801.  Anna was baptized 31 
August 1801 at the Newtown Presbyterian Church.   Anna Gorsline died unmarried at Newtown on 29 March 
1824 age 23 years, 2 months, and 3 days.   She was buried at the Newtown Presbyterian Church.72,73,74 

vii. Evaline D. Gorsline was born at Newtown, Queens Co, New York on 22 April 1803.  Evaline was baptized 6 
November 1803 at the Newtown Presbyterian Church.  Evaline Gorsline died unmarried at Newtown on 31 March 
1880 age 77 years.  She was buried at the Newtown Presbyterian Church.   Evaline Gorsline is found in the 1850, 
1860, and 1870 U.S.Census of Newtown.75,76,77,78,79,80 
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