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Individual Narrative of James7 L. Hedenberg [146] 
Son of James VanAlst Hedenberg and Elizabeth6 Leverich [61] 

Husband of Eliza Van Orden 
 
James L. Hedenberg was born on 30 January 1790 at Newtown, Queens Co, New York, the son of James Van Alst 
Hedenberg and Elizabeth Leverich.  His gravestone records that James was born on "Long Island.1" 
 
James married Eliza M. Van Orden on 30 January 1812 at Manhattan, New York, New York.2  The parents of Eliza M. 
Van Orden have not been identified.   Eliza likely was born between 1791 and 1800, according to the census tallies in the 
1830 U.S. Census: 1 free white female age 30 to 39 in the household of James L. Leverich, Newark, Essex Co, New 
Jersey.  Her place of birth has not been identified.   Neither her date nor place of death or burial have been identified.3 
 
James L. Hedenberg served in the New York State militia in 1814.   For the period 2 September to 2 October, James was 
a corporal in the company of Captain Alexander McClure, the first regiment of Col. W. W. Laight.   For the period October 
2 to December 3, James was a sergeant in the company of Captain Alexander McClure, the first regiment (detached) of 
Col. Edward W. Haight.4   
 
The 1816 through 1818 New York City Directory lists a James L. Hedenberg, Carpenter: 90 Warren, 9 Warren, and St. 
John's Hall Frankfort.5,6,7 
 
The 1819 and 1820 New York City Directory does not include a listing for a James Hedenberg.   James Hedenberg is not 
found in the 1820 U.S. Census in New York.8,9,10 
 
James L. Hedenberg was identified as a mason in December 1820,  a member of Mount Moriah Lodge No. 132 in New 
York City.11 
 
The 1821 New York City Directory lists James (no middle initial) Hedenberg, carpenter, 44 Provost.   There is no street 
called "Provost" on a contemporary map of Manhattan.   The 1807 Bridges map of Manhattan shows a Provoost Street 
between North Moore and Harrison Street, running east from West Street.  This location is three blocks north of Duane 
Street where James L. Hedenberg and Eliza M. Van Orden were married.12,13 
 
James L. Hedenberg is not found in the New York City Directory during the years 1822 through 1830.14,15,16,17,18,19,20,21,22 
 
In a deed dated 3 November 1827,  James Hedenberg (father) was the grantor to James L. Hedenberg (son), grantee, in 
consideration of $148.00, a lot bordering southerly side of Hamilton Street near Mulberry St and the First Presbyterian 
Church in Newark, Essex Co, New Jersey.   On 7 October 1828, James Hedenberg reacquires the property in a Sheriff’s 
sale, then sells the lot to James M. Miller in a deed dated 6 January 1830.   On 14 January 1832 James L. Hedenberg 
sells a neighboring lot, northerly side of Hamilton St near Mulberry St and the First Presbyterian Church to James M. 
Miller for $1.00.23   
 
James L. Hedenberg may have been living in Newark, Essex Co, New Jersey during the period 1822-1829.   James, as 
well as his brothers John C. Hedenberg and Edward Hedenberg, are all found as heads of family in the 1830 U.S. Census 
of Newark, Essex Co, New Jersey.   The census tallies for James' household in 1830 include 1 free white male age 40 to 
49 (James); 1 free white female age 30 to 39 (wife Eliza M.); 1 free white male age 10 to 14 (son Charles); 2 free white 
males age 15 to 19 (unidentified); 2 free white females age 15 to 19 (daughter Margaret, one unidentified);  2 free white 
males and 1 free white female age 20 to 29 (all unidentified).24   
 
The 1831 New York City Directory lists James L. Hedenberg, carpenter, 47 Provost.25  
  
William Leverich, a brother of Elizabeth Leverich Hedenberg, died in 1831.   Probate proceedings in 1831contained a list 
of heirs which included John Charles Hedenberg, Edward Leverich Hendenberg, and Richard Leverich Hedenberg, all of 
Newark, NJ;  James L. Hedenberg of Manhattan, New York Co, NY;  David Johnson Hedenberg of Troy, Rensellaer Co, 
NY; and  Abraham Divine Hedenberg of Augusta, Georgia.26   
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An 1841 list of heirs, at the time of the estate's final settlement, included Edward L. and John C. of Newark,  David J. (no 
location given), Richard L of Ithaca, Thompkins Co, NY; James L and Abram D., both of Houston, Texas.27   
 
James L. Hedenberg was a signatory of a Memorial of Merchants, Mechanics of the City of New York, against a renewal 
of the charter of the Bank of the United States, submitted to the 23rd U.S. Congress, first session, in February 1834.28 
 
The 1835 New York City Directory lists James L. Hedenberg, carpenter, 5 North Moore Street.29   
 
By 1837-1838, children of James L. Hedenberg, i.e. Charles J. Hedenberg and his sister Margaret Hedenberg, had settled 
in Bastrop, Bastrop County, Texas, southeast of Austin, Texas.30 
 
The following notice was published on 5 April 1838 in the New York Evening Post:  "Fifth Ward: At a large and respectable 
meeting of the Democratic electors ... Resolved, that the following persons be constituted a Vigilance Committee during 
the three days of this election".  The list includes James L. Hedenberg.31 
 
Pierson's Newark City (NJ) Directory does not include a listing for James L. Hedenberg.   It does include listings for his 
father James, and his brothers Abram (harness), J.C. (coach manufacturer), and Richard L. (coach maker).32 
 
The 1839-1840 New York City Directory lists James L. Hedenberg, carpenter, 44 Bank St.33   James L. Hedenberg is not 
found in the 1840 U.S. Census in New York or New Jersey.34,35   James L. Hedenberg is not found listed in the 1840-1841 
Newark, New Jersey City Directory.   This directory does include listings for James' father James, and his brothers Abram, 
Edward L, and J.C.36   James L. Hedenberg is not found listed in the New York City Directories 1841 through 
1847.37,38,39,40,41,42,43 
 
On 14 March 1847, James L. Hedenberg recorded the title for a land patent, 640 acres located in the Colorado District, 
Fayette County, Texas.44 
 
The 1850 U.S. Census of Sacramento, Sacramento Co, California records Jno. C. Hedenberg (merchant, age 60, born NJ 
- actually age 58, born NY), his son William A. Hedenberg (clerk, age 20, born NJ), and in the same household his brother 
Jas Hedenberg (merchant, age 63, born Michigan: actually age 60, born NY).   Also included in the same household are 
Stephen H. Mecker, David Mecker, A. R. Baldwin, and Eldridge Delong.45 
 
J. L. Hedenberg, carpenter, age 70, born in New York,  is recorded in the 1860 U.S. Census in Bastrop, Bastrop Co, 
Texas.   He is living in the household of C. K. Hall, his merchant son-in-law, and his daughter Margaret M. Hall, age 45, 
born New York.   The household also includes two children, "Catar" (Katie) Hall, age 14, born Texas; and Mary E. Hall, 
age 3, born New Jersey.46 
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James L. Hedenberg died in February 1862 at Bastrop, Bastrop Co, Texas, at age 72.47  James L. Hedenberg apparently 
did not leave a will.   The Family Search probate index for Bastrop Co, Texas does not disclose any estate records for 
James.48 
 

 
 
James L. Hedenberg and Eliza Van Orden had at least two children surviving to adulthood.  The 1860 U.S. Census for the 
household of Margaret Hall in Bastrop, Texas includes James L. Hedenberg.   Lubbock's memoirs identify Charles 
Hedenberg as the brother of Margaret Hall, wife of C.K. Hall, of Bastrop, Texas.  The 1830 U.S. Census tallies for the 
household of James L. Hedenberg in Newark, New Jersey indicate the possibility of 2 additional sons and 1 additional 
daughter that may be unidentified.49,50,51 
 

i. Margarert Hedenberg was born at Newtown, Queens Co, New York on about 1815.  Margaret married Constant 
K. Hall 8 March 1840 at Houston, Harris Co, Texas.  Margaret died 26 February 1895 at Bastrop, Bastrop Co, 
Texas.  Margaret's husband and daughter were buried in Fairview Cemetery, Bastrop but Margaret is not found 
buried there.   Margaret and Constant are recorded in the 1850 and 1860 U.S. Census of Bastrop, Bastrop Co, 
Texas.  Margaret and Constant are recorded in the 1870 U.S. Census of Austin, Travis Co, Texas.  Margaret Hall, 
widow, is recorded in the 1880 U.S. Census of Bastrop, Texas.52,53,54,55,56,57,58   

 
ii. Charles J. Hedenberg was born at Newtown, Queens Co, New York about 1818.  About 1837, Charles is found at 

Houston, Harris Co, Texas, a partner in the firm Hedenberg & Vedder, commission merchants and proprietors of 
an auction store.   Charles married Mary Ellen Higginbotham 9 July 1841 at Davidson, Davidson County, 
Tennessee.  On 4 February 1847 Charles J. Hedenberg recorded a land patent for 320 acres in Limestone Co, 
Texas.  By 1850, Charles and his family had removed to the State of Pennsylvania.   Charles is recorded in the 
1850 and 1860 U.S. Census of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Picture Agent, then Publisher.  Charles is recorded in 
the 1870 U.S. Census of Danville, Montour Co, Pennsylvania, druggist.  Charles died at Danville 3 February 
1873, and was buried at Woodland Cemetery in Philadelphia.59,60,61,62,63,64,65,66,67 
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