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Individual Narrative of John7 Rapelye Riker [175] 

Son of Daniel Riker and Deborah6 Leverich [64] 
 
John Rapelye Riker was born on 26 Jan 1800 at Newtown, Queens Co, New York, the son of Daniel Riker and Deborah 
Leverich.1  John was baptized 6 April 1800 at the Newtown Dutch Reformed Church.2 
 
It is not known if John R. Riker was married.   No marriage record has been found, and no wife has been identified.  If 
there was a marriage, it likely took place about 1818-1819.3 
 
Edgar Alan Nutt, in his book The Rikers: Their Island, Homes, Cemetery, and Early Genealogy in Queens County, 
attributes two children to John Rapelye Riker:  
 

i. Maria Riker, born about 1820 
 

ii. John Riker, born about 1822 
 
Further information regarding these two alleged children has not been found.  Nutt does not cite specific source 
information other than James Riker's Annals of Newtown,  which names the children, but does not provide a source.  
Since John R. Riker died when these children were very young, it is possible that his widow remarried and her new 
husband adopted the two children.  Another possibility, lacking further information on a wife/widow, is that the two children 
were raised by unidentified relatives.4,5 
 
The index (ancestry.com) to the 1820 U.S. Census of New York County, New York lists five "John Rikers", one in Ward 3, 
two in Ward 5, and 2 in Ward 6.   None of the census tallies for these individuals match up with John R. Rapelye, who 
being a very young 20 years of age, may well have been living in another household of which he was not the head.  The 
household of his father Daniel Riker does not appear to fit for John R. either.6 
 
The 1822 and 1823 New York City Directories list a John R. Riker, grocer, Division corner Rutgers, which was located in 
Ward 7.  There are no listings for John R. Rapelye immediately prior to or immediately following 1822-1823, nor any 
reference to a widow after 1824.7,8 
 
John Rapelye Riker died on 4 Feb 1824 at Manhattan, New York, New York, age 24 years and 9 days.  John was buried 
at the Riker Family Burial Ground at Bowery Bay in Queens County.9,10,11,12   
 
The 1850 U.S. Census of Manhattan, Ward 13, New York County, New York lists a John Riker, age 30, hence born about 
1820, a machinist.   The household includes his wife Ann age 22, son John, age 3, and daughter Ann, age 1.   This could 
be John, the son of John R. Riker, although there is no conclusive evidence to support this theory.    The household also 
includes a Daniel Riker, age 22, relationship to John unknown; and a John Mills, age 45, his wife Catherine age 22, and a 
daughter Emily, age 3.13 
 
A John R. Riker died 4 March 1855 after a lingering illness, age 31 years.   This individual could be the John Riker of the 
1850 Census.14 
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