Individual Narrative of Charles® Duncan Leverich [304]
Son of Charles” Palmer Leverich [142] and Matilda Duncan Gustine
Husband of Julia Lawrence Riker
Husband of Fannie Floyd-Jones

Charles Duncan Leverich was born on 29 October 1840 at Newtown, Queens County, New York. "2

Charles D. Leverich, age 19, was recorded in the 1860 U.S. Census of Newtown, Queens County, New York. His
household included his parents Charles P. and Matilda Leverich, ages 49 and 43 respectively; also siblings Stephen, age
not recorded; James H., age 13; and Matilda, age 9.3

Charles D. Leverich may have served in the Civil War enlisting 23 September 1862 as a private in the 15th New York
Engineers Regiment mustering out 13 June 1865 at Ft. Barry, Virginia. Ancestry.com indexes identify him as Charles O.
Leverich, which may be an indexer's error, since there is no Charles "O" Leverich known to exist at that time.*

Charles Duncan Leverich married Julia Lawrence Riker on 8 October 1863 at Newtown, Queens County, New York.56

Julia L. Riker was born 24 July 1844 at Newtown, Queens County, New York. She was the daughter and youngest child
of John Lawrence Riker Sr and Lavinia Smith. Julia died 28 February 1866 at Newtown at the young age of 22. She was
buried at the Riker-Lent Burial Ground in Queens County.7:8
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Charles D. Leverich and Julia L. Riker had two children, both of whom died as young toddlers.

i. Sarah Leverich was born 1 August 1864 and died 5 August 1867 at age 3 at Newtown, Queens County, New
York. She was buried at the Riker-Lent Burial Ground in Queens County.®

ii. Charles Palmer Leverich Jr was born 18 February 1866 and died 6 August 1867 age 18 months at Newtown,
Queens County, New York. He was buried at the Riker-Lent Burial Ground in Queens County. 0.1

Charles D. Leverich, age 30, was recorded in the 1870 U.S. Census of Newtown, Queens County, New York. His
household included his parents Charles P. and Matilda D. Leverich, ages 60 and 50 respectively; also brother Duncan,
age 24; Duncan's wife Mary, age 23; Charles' second wife Fannie, age 23; brother James, no age; and sister Matilda R.,
age 18.12

Charles Duncan Leverich married Fannie Floyd-Jones on 30 June 1870 at Massapequa, Nassau County, New York. 1314

Fannie Floyd-Jones Leverich was born 3 April 1849 in Manhattan, New York County, New York. Her parents were
William Floyd-Jones and Caroline Amelia Blackwell. Fannie spent a lot of her time working on the activities of the Union
Evangelical Church in Corona, Queens County, New York, a church founded by her father-in-law Charles P. Leverich.
Charles D. Leverich was a Church Elder and Superintendent of the Sunday School. 15.16.17.18

Charles D. Leverich, age 40, was recorded in the 1880 U.S. Census of Newtown, Queens County, New York. The
household included his wife Fanny F.J. Leverich, age 30; and his daughter Carrie, age 4.1°
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Charles D. Leverich moved to a new house for his family, which had been built by his father, which he called "Fairlawn".
See pictures below. It was located just west of what is now Junction Boulevard, north of the lands held by his Uncle
Henry Leverich, south of Jackson Avenue (what is now Northern Boulevard), in Corona, Queens County, New York.2°

On Christmas 1881 Charles D. Leverich played Santa Claus in his own peculiar and happy way. The Sunday School at
the Union Evangelical Church is one of the largest in town. Charles sent to each family represented in the Sunday School
a large fat turkey and scores were thus enabled to enjoy a Christmas feast that they otherwise might not.2"

Charles D. Leverich was a successful broker and banker on wall street in Manhattan, New York County, New York. He
also had several other community interests including the Queens County Agricultural Society and the Union Evangelical
Church where he was Superintendent of the Sunday School for over 35 years. He was a honorary trustee of the Bank of
New York and a trustee of the Atlantic Mutual Insurance Company and the American Bible Society. He was a Director of
the American Safe Deposit Company of New York, and a member of the Newtown Exempt Firemens Association of
Elmhurst.22.23.24

W. W. Munsell (History of Queens County, 1882) reported that "The latest industry established here is the manufacture of
portable buildings, and, although the factory is scarcely in operation at the date of this writing, the enterprise bids fair to
rapidly become a leading feature of the village. In 1880 Earl Lee secured letters patent on a system of making light,
cheap, portable houses, which might supply the demand heretofore imperfectly met by the various kinds of tents, and
began their construction on a small scale at his shop at Corona. Bringing to the business not only the resources of an
inventor but his extensive experience as an architect and builder, Mr. Lee very soon made the experiment a success, and
the portable houses at once found a place in the market both at home and abroad, and before the close of 1881 larger
facilities were demanded for their manufacture.

About this time Charles D. Leverich became interested in having Mr. Lee locate a factory at Corona. Upon investigating
the merits of his invention Mr. Leverich saw that to operate successfully would require more than individual effort, and
accordingly a stock company was incorporated under the name of the American Patent Portable House Manufacturing
Company, with the following board of officers: President, Charles D. Leverich; vice president, B. Mozley; secretary and
treasurer, Samuel Willets.
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Mr. Lee, the inventor, became the manager at the factory, which is located at Corona.2"
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Charles D. Leverich, age 57, was recorded in the 1900 U.S. Census of Ward 2, Queens County, New York. The street
address was 14 Junction Avenue. The household included his wife Fannie, age 57. Also his daughters Carrie D., age 24;
Mathilda G., age 14; and Gertrude R., age 12.%6

On 31 October 1902 by invitation Charles D. Leverich gave an address on the occasion of the 250th Anniversary of the
Newtown Presbyterian Church in Queens County, New York. The address included observations on the role of the
Leverich family in the founding and growth of the Church. The complete text of the address was published in the
Newtown Register on 6 November 1902.%7
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Leverich Memorial Church is one of the oldest parishes in Corona. One of the founders in 1908 was Charles D. Leverich,
and named after his father Charles P. Leverich. Birthed from the idea of Rev William J. Peck, the pastor of the Union
Evangelical Church, to establish a sister fellowship on the north side of Corona. Leverich Memorial Church is integrated,
both in race and religious denomination. The Church is currently a very active religious institution.2829

On 25 November 1909 Charles D. Leverich gave Thanksgiving turkeys to each of the 36 teachers of Public School 15,
which was located across from the Leverich estate. From the classrooms, the school children could look over the vast
territory to the west, which is a panoramic view of the home, farm, pastures, and greenhouses.%°

Charles D. Leverich, age 69, was recorded in the 1910 U.S. Census of Ward 2, Queens County, New York. His
household included his wife Fanny, age 61; his daughter Mathilde G., age 29; and daughter Gertrude R., age 25.3'

On 28 October 1910 there was a chimney fire at "Fairview", the residence of Charles D. Leverich, west of Junction near
Jackson Avenue (now Northern Blvd), Corona, which necessitated the calling out of Engine Company No. 8 on what was
termed a "still alarm”, no box being pulled. The volunteers were summoned by phone through Chief Weber. It was a
lively chimney fire, and it was fortunate that it occurred shortly before 7 o'clock instead of a later hour. The hose wagon of
No. 8 brought a score of firemen to the scene, who used chemicals. About the worst damage was caused when several
scuttles of coal were dispatched down the chimney from the roof to clear the soot. It caused a shower of soot in the cozy
sitting room. 32
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On 27 June 1913 officers and teachers of the Union Evangelical Church and Sunday school, together with a number of
friends, went in a delegation to Fairview the residence of Charles D. Leverich, where they presented Charles a "surprise"
in honor of his 35th anniversary as Superintendent of the Sunday school. A beautiful silver loving cup was the gift given
to Charles.33

On 29 October 1915 Charles D. Leverich celebrated his 75th birthday. A 4 November 1915 article in the Newtown
Register recounted the highlights of his life, and his good health and disposition resulted in him living another ten years at
his Fairlawn Estate in Corona, Queens County, New York.34

Fannie Floyd-Jone Leverich died 27 August 1918 at Fairview, Corona, Queens County, New York. She was buried at the
Floyd-Jones Cemetery on the grounds of Grace Episcopal Church in Massapequa, Nassau County, New York,35.36.37.38

Fannie F. J. Leverich made a will which was proven 10 September 1918 at the Queens County, New York Surrogate.
The will mentions her husband Charles D. Leverich. Also her three daughters and sons-in-law, i.e. Caroline D. Leverich
and A. Schuyler Clark; Mathilda G. Leverich and John Moore Perry; Gertrude R. Leverich and John T. Harrison. Also
three grandchildren, i.e.: Frances L. Riker; A. S. Clark Jr.; John T. Harrison Jr. Fannie also left legacies to the Union
Evangelical Church and the Childrens Home in Mineola, Nassau County, New York. The balance of the estate, after
individual legacies, went to her husband Charles D. Leverich.39:40

Charles D. Leverich, age 80, was recorded in the 1920 U.S. Census of Assembly District 3, Queens County, New York.

His household included his daughter Carrie L. Clark, age 44; his son-in-law A. Schuyler Clark, age 46; his granddaughter
Frances Riker, age 14; and his grandson A. Schuyler Clark, age 8.4
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In January 1922 Charles withdrew from the membership of Union Evangelica Church and joined the congregation of the
Newtown Presbyterian Church. More than 60 years ago he was a member of the Manhattan Presbyterian Church. He
left to join his father in founding Union Evangelical Church. Now that Union Evangelical is doing so well, Charles felt that
he would spend the remaining days of his life with the mother church where he originally worshiped.42:43

Charles Duncan Leverich died on 18 February 1925 at Corona, Queens County, New York, at age 84.44 Charles died at
his homestead Fairview, and he was buried at the Floyd-Jones Cemetery on the grounds of Grace Episcopal Church in
Massapequa, Nassau County, New York.4546

Charles D. Leverich, living at Junction Avenue, Corona, Queens County, New York made a will dated 14 January 1919
which was proven 25 February 1925 at the Queens County, New York Surrogate. The will mentions three daughters:
Carrie L. Clark, living Greensfarms, Connecticut; Mathilda G. Perry, living Flower Field, Suffolk Co, New York; Gertrude,
living Junction Avenue, Corona. The three daughters are named executors of the estate.*’

Charles D. Leverich and Fannie Floyd-Jones had three children, all of whom survived to adulthood.*8

i. Caroline Duncan (Carrie) Leverich was born 11 December 1875 in Queens County, New York. Carrie married
first John Lawrence Riker 1l 12 December 1900 Queens County, New York. Carrie married second A. Schuyler
Clark 19 June 1911 in Queens County. Carrie died 28 February 1944 in Manhattan, New York County, New
York. She was buried at the Floyd-Jones Cemetery on the grounds of Grace Episcopal Church in Massapequa,
Nassau County, New York. Carrie was recorded in the 1880 and 1900 Census Queens County; 1910 Kingston,
Ulster County, New York; 1920 Queens County; 1930 Manhattan; 1940 Ulster County.49.50.51,52,53,54,55,56,57,58,59,60

ii. Mathilda Gustine Leverich was born 10 December 1880 in Manhattan, New York County, New York. Mathilda
married John Moore Perry 21 May 1910 at Corona, Queens County, New York. Mathilda died 25 July 1970 in
San Diego, California. She was buried in the Floyd-Jones Cemetery on the grounds of Grace Episcopal Church
in Massapequa, Nassau County, New York. She was recorded in the U.S. Census 1900, 1910, and 1920 Queens
County, New York; 1930 and 1940 Manhattan, New York County, New York.61.62.63,64,65,66,67,68,69,70,71

iii. Gertrude Riker Leverich was born 28 October 1887 in Corona, Queens County, New York. Gertrude married
John Triplett Harrison 17 June 1911 at Corona. Gertrude died 25 June 1974 at Bridgeport, Connecticut. She was
buried at the Floyd-Jones Cemetery on the grounds of Grace Episcopal Church in Massapequa, Nassau County,
New York. Gertrude was recorded in the U.S. Census 1900, 1910, and 1920 in Queens County; 1930, 1940, and
1950 in Manhattan, New York County, New York.7273.74.75.76.77.78,79,80,81,82,83

Printed on: 11 Feb 2024
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Tom Leverich
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