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Individual Narrative of William8 James Leverich Duryee [319] 

Son of Cornelia7 Leverich [155] and Joseph Woodward Duryee 
Husband of Phebe J. Miller 

 
 
William James Leverich Duryee was born on 5 January 1821 at Manhattan, New York County, New York.1   
 
William James Leverich Duryee married Phebe J. Miller on 20 June 1848 at Newark, Essex County, New Jersey.2  Phebe 
J. Miller was the daughter of Benjamin G. (or C.)  Miller.  Her dates and places of birth, date, and burial have not been 
determined.3   
 
William J. L. Duryee is listed in the 1848-1849 Doggett New York City Director: wool, 8 Broad Street, home Newark, New 
Jesey.4   
 
A "Phebe J. Miller", age 20, is recorded in the 1850 U.S. Census of Newark, Essex County, New Jersey.   She is living in 
the household of her parents B. C. and Sarah Miller.   There is no record of a husband living in the household.5   
 
"W. L. Duryee", age 34, is recorded in the 1852 California State Census living in Sacramento.   No wife is listed with him.6   
 
It is possible that he was one of many who went to California 1849-1850 to build a fortune in the newly discovered gold 
mines.7   
 
William James Leverich Duryee died on 9 March 1859 at San Francisco, California, at age 38.8  According to his death 
notice in the Sacramento Bee and his death record, William J. L. Duryee was identified as an "MD".  This would appear to 
indicate that William was a medical doctor.   However, no indication of when and where he attended medical school has 
been found.9,10  Another source indicates that William J. L. Duryee died at Knights Ferry, a small community located in 
Stanislaus County, east of San Francisco.11   
 
Phebe J. Miller apparently married second Peter D. Vansickle.  The 1860 U.S. Census of Newark, Essex County, New 
Jersey records the following household:  Benjamin C. Miller, age 54; Sarah Miller; Phebe J. Vansickle, age 29; Peter D. 
Vansickle, age 30; Benjamin Vansickle, age 2.12 
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