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Individual Narrative of Richard7 Berrian Leverich [122] 
Son of Jesse6 Leverich [57]  

Husband of Mary Van Wickel 
 
Richard Berrian Leverich was born on 14 February 1782 at Newtown, Queens Co, New York, the son of Jesse Leverich 
and Grace (Gashe) Berrian.1,2,3   Richard was baptized 1 January 1792 at the Newtown Presbyterian Church, identified as 
the son of Jesse Leverich.4 
 
Richard married Mary Van Wickel, daughter of David Van Wickel and Eunice Livesay, on 4 June 1808 at Newtown, 
Queens, New York, at the St. James Episcopal Church.5,6  Mary Van Wickel was born at Newtown, Queens County, New 
York 11 August 1789.7 
 
Richard Berrian Leverich (1782-1828) of Otisco, Onondaga County, New York, son of Jesse, should not be confused with 
his first cousin once removed Richard Berrian Leverich (1777-1826) of Newtown, son of Samuel.   Their grandfathers 
William Leverich (husband of Dorothy Morse) and Samuel Leverich (husband of Deborah Wright) were brothers.  Both 
Richards had a son Richard Berrian Leverich.  Richard’s (son of Jesse) son went by “Berrian”  Leverich and Richard’s 
(son of Samuel) son was known as Richard B. Leverich, Jr.8   
 
Richard Leverich is recorded as a head of family in the 1810 U.S. Census of Newtown, Queens County, New York.   The 
census tallies include: 2 free white males under the age of 10 (son Richard B. Jr plus 1 unidentified);   1 free white male 
age 26 to 44 (Richard B. Sr); 1 free white female age 16 to 25 (wife Mary).  Also included are two free white males age 16 
to 25, which likely were apprentices or farm laborers.9 
 
Richard B. Leverich served in the war of 1812, enrolled for the period 2 September to 2 December 1814 at the rank of 
ensign in the Queens County 64th and 93rd consolidated regiment, commanded by Col John Ditmars and Captain Van 
Wyck Weeks.10,11,12 
 
In a deed dated 1 May 1817, Richard B. Leverich, Blacksmith, and his wife Mary of Newtown sold land at Newtown to 
John and Abraham Rapelye.   The deed was witnessed by William Leverich and Cornelia L. Brower, and recorded 20 May 
1817.13 
 
In 1817 Richard B. Leverich, his wife Mary, and his family relocated from Newtown, Queens Co, New York to Otisco, 
Onondaga Co, New York.14,15 
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In a deed dated 9 May 1817 John Bassett and his wife Anna of Bushwick, Kings Co, New York sold land to Richard B. 
Leverich of Newtown, Queens Co, New York in consideration of $236.25.  The land was located in the Town of Otisco, 
formerly the town of Pompey, Onondaga Co, New York:  Lot number 10 in the Subdivision of Great Lot No. 55; bounded 
on the west by Lot 9 in the possession of John Degolyer; bounded on the north by Lot 8 in the possession of Eleazer 
Slocum, running east so as to contain 97.5 acres.   The deed was witnessed on 15 May 1817 by Richard Hatfield, Master 
in Chancery.   The deed was recorded in Onondaga Co, New York on 11 August 1817 by Cutler Leonard, Deputy Clerk.16 
 
Richard B. Leverich is recorded as a head of family in the 1820 U.S. Census of Otisco, Onondaga County, New York.   
The census tallies include: 3 free white males under the age of 10 (sons David, Nathan, and Jesse);  1 free white male 
age 10-15 (son Richard B. Jr.);  1 free white male age 26 to 45 (Richard B. Leverich Sr);  2 free white females under the 
age of 10 (daughters Mary Ann and Elizabeth); 1 free white female age 26 to 44 (wife Mary).17 
 
 

 
 
Richard B. Leverich died on 11 Aug 1828 at Otisco, Onondaga, New York, at age 46, according to a death notice 
published in the Syracuse (NY) Gazette.   A place of burial has not been determined for Richard.18  Richard B. Leverich 
did not leave a will.  On 7 January 1829 letters of administration on his estate were granted to his widow Mary by the 
Onondaga Co, New York Surrogate.19 
 
Mary Leverich is recorded as a head of family in the 1830 U.S. Census of Otisco, Onondaga County, New York.   The 
census tallies include:  2 free white males under age 5 (sons Edward and James);  1 free white male age 5 to 9 (son 
William);  1 free white male age 10 to 14 (son Jesse);  1 free white male age 20 to 29 (son Richard B. Jr);  1 free white 
female age 5 to 9 (daughter Elizabeth); 1 free white female age 10 to 14 (daughter Mary Ann); 1 free white female age 40 
to 49 (widow Mary).20 
 
Nathaniel W.  Leverich is recorded as a head of family in the 1840 U.S. Census of Otisco, Onondaga County, New York.   
The census tallies include 1 free white female age 50 to 59, which likely was Nathaniel's mother, the widow Mary 
Leverich.21 
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On 13 July 1841, Mary Leverich was granted guardianship in the Onondaga Co, New York Surrogate for her minor 
children William H, Edward E, and James S. Leverich.   This legal action was likely related to the final settlement of the 
estate of the children's grandfather Jesse Leverich.22 
 
On 4 March 1842, a document was executed which provided for the children of Richard B. Leverich granting a discharge 
relative to the estate of their grandfather Jesse B. Leverich.   An earlier document dated 14 June 1833 was executed 
providing for a discharge of the executors of the estate of Jesse Leverich.   These two documents contain the signatures 
of some of the grandchildren, as well as some of the children, of Jesse Leverich.  Both of these documents are found 
among the Leverich Papers 1817-1937 at the New York Historical Society.23,24,25 
 
The 1850 U.S. Census records Edward Leverich, age 24, as a head of family in Otisco, Onondaga Co, New York.   The 
household includes his mother widow Mary Leverich, age 60; as well as Edward's wife Harriet age 24 and daughter 
Martha age 2.26 
 
In a deed dated 14 October 1852 Mary Leverich of Otisco, Onondaga Co, New York sold land to her son Nathan W. 
Leverich of Syracuse, Onondaga Co, New York in consideration of $1200.00  The land was located in the Town of Otisco, 
58 acres on Lot 55 of the original Town of Pompey, on subdivision lot 8;  bounded by the highway, land of Seley Corie, 
and land of Samuel Goff's.   The transaction also included another lot of 50 acres in the Town of Lafayette.  The deed was 
recorded on 2 November 1854.27 
 
On 30 May 1855 Mary Leverich completed a Declaration for Bounty Land, making application based upon her deceased 
husband's military service during the War of 1812.  The application confirms the date of her marriage to Richard B. 
Leverich, as well as Richard's date of death.   The application includes affidavits from Patience Bonnett (sister of Richard), 
and several children of Richard and Mary, i.e. Elizabeth Spaulding, Nathan W. Leverich, and Edward Leverich.28 
 
The 1860 U.S. Census records Nathan W. Leverich, age 45, as a head of family in Syracuse, Ward 5, Onondaga Co, New 
York.   The household includes his mother widow Mary Leverich, age 71, as well as Nathan's wife Phebe, and his 
nephew, Eugene Spaulding, age 18.29 
 
According to a death notice in the Syracuse Journal, 3 January 1865, Mary Leverich, widow of Richard B. Leverich of 
Otisco, died age 76 at the residence of her son Nathan W. Leverich, 153 Seymour Street.30 
 
Richard Berrian Leverich and Mary Van Wickel had nine children, born either in Newtown, Queens Co, New York or 
Otisco, Onondaga Co, New York.31 
 

i. Richard Berrian Leverich Jr. was born at Newtown 15 August 1809.   Richard lived at Newtown as an adult, at 
which time there were two other Richard Berrian Leverich's living there.   This Richard went by the given name 
"Berrian".   Richard married first on 24 November 1832 Sarah M. Schenck.   Richard married second 25 January 
1843 Hannah Hopper.  Richard married third between 1850 and 1860 Jane B. Bingham. Richard died at Newtown 
between 1860 and 1870.32,33,34,35,36,37 

ii. David Van Wickel Leverich was born at Newtown 20 April 1811.  David married 29 September 1833 Eliza Lyon at 
the Greene St. Methodist Church in Manhattan, New York Co, New York.  David died at Baltimore, Maryland 20 
March 1845, possibly while traveling for business, since he was living in Manhattan at the time.38,39,40 

iii. Nathan Woodhull Leverich was born at Newtown 23 April 1813.  Nathan married first on 8 October 1839 Bethia 
Wilkin.  Nathan married second between 1841 and 1860 Phebe Turner.  Nathan died at Williamsport, 
Pennsylvania 11 July 1878, presumably while traveling for business.   Nathan was living at Syracuse New York at 
the time.41,42,43,44 

iv. Mary Ann (Marian) Leverich was born at Newtown 22 October 1815.   Marian married about 1834 Norman L. 
Adams.  Marian died at Stockton, San Joaquin Co, California 9 March 1893.45,46,47,48,49 

v. Jesse Leverich was born at Otisco 15 March 1818.  Jesse married 4 May 1843 Mary C. Case.  Jesse died at 
Hampton, Franklin Co, Iowa 27 December 1904.50,51,52 
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vi. Elizabeth Leverich was born at Otisco 28 April 1820.  Elizabeth married first on 1 July 1840 Francis Clark 
Spaulding.   They were divorced prior to 1880 in Colorado Springs Colorado.   Elizabeth married second about 
1880, probably in Colorado, Henry Snyder.   Elizabeth died at Villa Park, Orange Co, California 15 April 
1911.53,54,55,56 

vii. William H. Leverich was born at Otisco 26 November 1823.  William married about 1850, probably in Rock Co, 
Wisconsin, to Mary Jane Case.  William died 25 March 1907 in Salt Lake City, Utah.57,58,59,60 

viii. Edward Leverich was born at Otisco 18 March 1826.  Edward married about 1847 Harriet Sylvester at Otisco.  
Edward died at Sparta, Monroe Co, Wisconsin 19 February 1874.61,62,63,64 

ix. James Smith Leverich was born at Otisco 30 August 1828, 19 days after his father died.  James married 26 
October 1859 Adelia Ann Clark at Syracuse, Onondaga Co, New York.  James died at Port Hope, Durham Co, 
Province of Ontario, Canada 20 October 1892.65,66,67 

 
A grandchild of Jesse and Gashe Leverich wrote reminiscences for the newspaper of Blunt, South Dakota, December 27, 
1884.  
      "I remember the gun as one of prodigious length, an old flintlock, I believe, in the possession of one of my brothers, as 
a relict of the Revolution.  It was one of a large number my grandfather had, all of which except it, he destroyed or 
otherwise disposed of on the approach of the British to New York.  When the British occupied Long Island, my 
grandmother Leverich, then Grace Berrian, a girl of seventeen, shouldered it and started to a place of safety.  She had to 
pass through a British camp, and as she went, gun on shoulder, a smart young officer called out 'Are you a good 
marksman?'  Without an instant's hesitation she answered 'Step out and try me', and the officer laughed heartily at her 
sauciness and allowed her to pass unmolested.   Arrived at her destination she delivered important information to those 
she visited and caused them to escape pillage. 
     My father (Richard Berrian Leverich, son of Grace) was an invalid and a pensioner of the War of 1812;  impressed by 
British while on a voyage in one of his father's ships, under 'the right of search', and though he had papers to show, was 
held in prison for refusing to serve in the British Navy. 
     "While very small my father took us all back to New York ... Our relatives lionized us and we had a general family 
reunion in a day or two at the old homestead in Newtown where our grandparents lived."  (They lived on a farm in 
Onondaga Co near Syracuse New York).   Jesse Leverich died in 1829, and Grace Berrian "Gashe" Leverich died in 
1831, this reunion would have taken place prior to that time.68 
 
Three of Jesse Leverich's grandsons, sons of Richard B. Leverich, were living in 1884:  Jesse Leverich, then living in 
Iowa; William H. Leverich, then living in Utah;  and James S.  Leverich, then living in Port Hope, Ontario, Canada.   Jesse 
Leverich had a son Homer Leverich who was living in Iowa in 1880, and Hand Co, South Dakota in 1900.69,70,71,72,73 
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